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Lib;é;y Hours: *

Mon-Thu 8-8
Fri 8-5; Sat 8-1

Contact Us:
319-653-2726
www.washington.lib.ia.us

The mission of the Washington Free Public Library is:

to provide educational, cultural, and social enrichment to
all residents of the City of Washington and surrounding
areas;

to promote the freedom to read and to freely choose from
all sources of information and knowledge which are
provided in the library collection.

Visiting the Library Today:

Today the library enjoys increased use in many forms. Circulation
has gone up, computer/internet use has increased as has use of our
various meeting and study spaces. In addition, the library is much
more accessible to the handicapped. We are also proud of the green
emphasis throughout the building which emphasizes natural light,
water efficiency, an underground heating/cooling system, and
automated lighting to help save resources.

LEED CERTIFIE,

The library became LEED certified in 2011:

"The LEED® green building certification program is
the nationally accepted benchmark for the design,
construction, and operation of green buildings."

The 'LEED® Certification Mark' is a registered trademark owned by the U.S. Green
Building Council® and is used with permission.

MCAIN STREET
I OW A

In 2009 the library won a Best New Construction :
award from Main Street Iowa. fi

Our building has also been featured in the Corridor 'E' g
Business Journal and CBJ’s 2012 Green Symposium. [{ [}/l &

The library continues to expand in various ways including our
Spanish language collection, extended programming for all ages, and
continuing pursuit of technological advances in circulation,
materials, and information access. Our goal is to continue to serve
this area of Washington County well into the 21st century!




In 1901 Jane A. Chilcote
bequeathed her house at 120 E.
Main to the City of Washington to
use as a public library. The Chilcote
house was extensively remodeled to
serve as the library. During the 40's
and 50's the house had begun to
seriously deteriorate. In 1952 the
city undertook the construction of a
new building on the site, funded in
large part by major donations from
Fort Sherman and Ralph Smith.
The building built in 1952 was
about 7,100 square feet and
included an upstairs meeting room
and a storage / research room. The
gallery was remodeled in 1971.

+Genealogy Room

The Washington Public Library was
established in 1877 by a group of
dedicated volunteers with a
combination of private donations
and a small public tax. The library
was housed in the Stone Mill
building and later in the old City
Hall, now called the McCreedy
building. Many of the original
books came from General Hiram
Scofield, a civil war general who
lived in Washington and held one of
the largest private libraries in the
nation. The library still owns most
of these books.

Alexander & Jane Chilcote

From 1952 until the early 90’s, the
building succeeded as a modern
library; however as early as 1988 it
was clear that more space was
needed. The library had expanded
children's programming, created a
genealogical department, and begun
to provide access to computer
technology. In 1988 the Library
Board initiated a fund raising
campaign to construct an elevator.
The project soon developed into a
plan to expand the library 18 feet to
the west to utilize the space that
existed between the library and the
Jones-Eden Funeral Home.

New Library Building Project Timeline

1997
1998
2001
2002
2004

2005

2006
2007
2008
2009

Space needs assessment by George Lawson with state aid.
Establishment of the WPL Foundation, a 501(c)3.

$123,725 released to Foundation from Nondas Richardson Trust.
$423,108 from estate of David Elder transferred to the Foundation.

Feb.
May

Dec.

Feb.

Jun.

Sep.
Spring
Nov.
Jun.
Oct.

Space needs assessment and site analysis by Herb Stone.
Option to purchase secured for downtown site.

Initial structural analysis by Herb Stone.

Library received okay to proceed from City Council.
Multiple community forums hosted regarding project ideas.
Fund raising feasibility study conducted.

Project presented to community organizations.

Entered into negotiations with owners.

Title secured to the buildings.

City Council person appointed as liaison to the Foundation.
Proposals requested from several architectural firms.

OPN Architects from Cedar Rapids was selected.

Worked with OPN to develop a refined space needs report.
Proposals requested from fund raising consultants.

Coffey & Associates, Inc from Washington, IA selected.
Hosted 2% day public design charrette.

OPN and library staff worked to refine the floor plan.
Released the results of the charrette—34,500 sq. ft. space.
Began the fundraising campaign for the project.

$1.1 million bond referendum passed.

Construction began.

The new library opened October 1, 2009.




Features of the New L1brary

Computer Comfortable Young Adult Juvenile Section Circulating Art Children’s Non-Fiction Study Rooms

Space Reading Lounge Collection Area Program Space Lounge
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$500,000 and above

The People of the City of
Washington

Washington County Riverboat
Foundation

Vision Iowa Community
Attraction & Tourism Program

$100,000 - $499,999
Carl & Helen Dallmeyer
The David Elder Estate
Rachel Nicola & Dave Stoufer
Washington State Bank

$50,000 - $99,999

The Rolland Benson Estate
Brinton Educational Trust
Phyllis Carter

Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust
Dave & Mable Elder Trust
Charles E. & Isabelle D.
Graysont

Cal & Margaret Wolf

$25,000 - $49,999

The Shirley Gordon Estate
James & Karen Gorham

The J.W. Helscher Family

The Family of Harry & Carolyn
Levy

The People of Washington
County

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous

Washington Betterment
Foundation

Ed & Mary Brown

In memory of Carol Myren
Carpenter*

John & Kim Carter*

Yaro & Mary Chmelar
Federation Bank

Gertrude D. Fredrick

In Memory of Charles E. Grayson
and Isabelle D. Grayson by sons
Edward D. Grayson and John C.
Graysont

Frank & Diane Haldat

Mike & Mary Levy*

Joe & Marde McConnell

Rotary Club of Washington, IA*
John & Helen Thorne

US Bank

West Chester Savings Bank*

* Contributor to Children’s Room Fund

Thank you

To all our supporters and to the contributors
to our building campaign... Thank youl!

$5,000 - $9,999

Virginia & Richard Bordwell
Jim & Margaret Dunn

Barb Edmondson

Ryan & Diana Flannery*
Patrick & Pam Hazell

Keith & Sam Lazar

Gary & Karen Murphy
Marjorie & Kendall Neilt
Stanley & Jean Potratz

Bill & Gloria Reha

Dale & Maurine Roberts
Swanson South End Grocery

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous

Larry & Sara Bartlett

Lori & Robert Bauer

Esther Bordwell

Bruce & Sonja Campbell
Virginia Campbell

Friends and Family of Phyllis
Carter

In honor of Max & Tate Feige*
Washington Noon Kiwanis*
Leona Krotz*

In memory of Ronald J. Krotz*
Leon & Linda McNeil

Mary Patterson

Ed, Ericka, Meredith & Henry
Raber*

Syngenta Seeds

Dale & JoAnn Torpey

Wilfred & Clarabell Vittetoe
Daniel & Beth Widmer Voss*
WalMart*

Don & Jackie Wells

In honor of Patsy Wilson

$1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous

In Appreciation of Jo, Lonna,
LeAnn, Jean & Linda

Karen & Craig Arbuckle*

Tom & Sue Basten

Georganne Berdo

By her children Suzanne Boshart
Meyer & Jeffery Glenn Boshart in
memory of Martha Boshart
Linda Diane Brown*

William Caseyt

Casey's General Stores

Charles Crone

James & Jane Cuddeback

Kent & Jane Dallmeyer*

Craig & Jane Davis*

Tom & Cindy Dayton

Sherri Dienstfrey

Ted & Mary Ann Drain
Engineered Building Design
Jerre & Tamera Erb

Joann & Don Estle

Nick & Beth Evanovich

Patrick & Dawn Finney

Ron & Maggie Finney Family
Jack & Mary Carol Fish

Judith E. & William C. Fredrick
Martha & Myron Graber

John & Sarah Gretter

Jim & Ann Harris

James E., Wendy L. Heck, Jared
& Jordan Heck

Robert & Peggy Helscher
Juanita Hering

Harvey Holden

Luke & Suzanne Horak & family*
Richard & Barbara Horak*
Thomas & Kathleen Hunt
June Hunter*

Margi Jarrard*

Sandra Johnson*

In honor of Miss Edna Jones
John T. Kimbrough, Jr. & Carol
A. Kimbrough

Michael Kramme

In memory of John Krotzt
Larry & Sandra Krotz

Cheryl & Dean Kurtz

Dr. Mike & Mrs. Karolyn Leary
Washington Lions Club

Scott & Katie Lujan Family
Dan & Jean Macenski

In honor of Adam Mangold &
Joanna Mangold

Marshall Furniture & Flooring
In memory of Bernard & Dorothy
McCarthy

Judy & Marty McCarthy

In honor of Sean & Kelly
McCarthy

Everett & Gladys Meeker

Don & Carol Miller

Nancy Rash & Lyle Moen
Janet Moss

Rob & Tammy Negrete

Steve Olson & Heather Heddens
Rick Peoples

Matt & Julie Prihoda*

In memory of Hannah Pump*
In memory of Mary Roberts
Berry

R.L. & Jean Robertson

1 Contributor to Genealogy Archives Fund

Joan Ross*

Milton & Ilene Schnicker

In memeory of Barbara Shalla
Barbara Shearer

In memeory of Paul V. Shearer
In memeory of Daniel R.
Smothers*

In memory of Richard J. (Dick)
Sojka

In memory of Henry Soucek
Ben & Debbie Stanton

Linda Sturdevant

Tracy, Teresa, Justin, Jordan &
Dalton Swift

Dale & Judy Venzke

In memory of Keith & Marla
Vetter

LaVera Meardon Wadzinski &
daughters Lisa & Christine*
WalMart

Jolisa & Larry Weidner*

In Honor of Nana Jo Weidner*
Edward Weeks

John & Marty White

John & Carol Winga

$1 - $999

Suzanne Ackermann
Richard Anderson

Ron & Char Andersen
Anonymous*

Wilma Atkinson

Mary Pat Balk and family
Bonnie Bannister

Rita Beenblossom

Robert & Margaret Bell
David & Linda Birney

Linda Boston

Stephen Butler & Jaysri
Sankaran

Tim Coffey

Dick & Betty Colby

Roger & Lisa Crawford

In memory of Phyllis Crone
Dianne Day*

Hilda Edwards

Donald & Arlene Fenno
Harold & Louise Frakes
Pamela Gorham-Finnell & Gary
Finnell

Edward D. and Alice A. Grayson
Thomas & Paulette Gretter
Fredric & Maria Haberer
Leroy & Georgann Haeffner
Marianne & Jim Hanshaw*
John & Peggy Harris

* Contributor to Children’s Room Fund

William & Sharon Hart
Diana & Marcus Henry
Fredrick & Debra Hensel
Rick & Phyllis Hofer

Pat Holmes

Herbert & Angela Iles

Ed & Pauline Jarrard
Kerm & Patricia Jenkins
Daniel & Nicole Kitchen
In memory of William R. Kleese
Ted & Vi Kruse

Mike & Phyllis Kulisky

In memory of Gen Lloyd
Tom & Linda Lowe

Jon & Karen McFarland
Robert McFarlane

Julie Messer

Susan & Mike Mitchell
Nancy Rash & Lyle Moen
Derek Murphy

Rosemary Nemmers

Jana Nieman

Glenn & Mary Parrott
Vincent Peiffer

Virginia Reighard

Maggie Roth

Daniel & Linda Scalf
Geraldine Schulty

Richard & Susan See
Barbara J. Shearer
Shirley Steele
Washington Toastmasters
Benjamin & Bertha Turner
TTT Chapter Y

Staff of US Bank

Steve & Kathy Vetter
Staff of Washington WalMart
WHS Class of 1940

Peter & Sandra Weller
Mike & Donna Wheelan*
Weldon & Marilyn Whitenack
Darwin & Dorthy Widmer
Phyllis Widmer

Linda Witthoft

Leigh Wolf

Wilma & Joseph Wright
In memory of Alice Zeck

Washington Library Staff
(October 1, 2009)

Patrick Finney — Director
Jean Robertson

Linda Witthoft

Jolisa Weidner

LeAnn Kunz

Don Ruffenach

Jenisa Hanson

Nolan Breard - Vincent Peiffer -
Marykaye Barnes - Derek Walker
- McKenna Lebsack - Jackie
Walsh - Angel Raymundo

Library Board of Trustees
(October 1, 2009)

Karen Murphy — President
John Thorne - Vice President
Yaro Chmelar — Treasurer
Joann Estle - Recording
Secretary

Sue Basten

Rachel Nicola

Laura Andrade

Phyllis Carter (in memoriam)

Library Foundation Board
(October 1, 2009)

All members of the Library Board
of Trustees and

Jim Gorham - President

Joe McConnell

Virginia Bordwell

Larry Bartlett

t Contributor to Genealogy Archives Fund
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